Peter Brian Roche

Rank: - Private

Number: - 19125910
Regiment: - Duke of Wellington’s (West Riding Regiment)
Died: - 1° December 1947, Singapore Military Hospital, age 18 years.

Cemetery: - Kranji War Cemetery, Singapore 34. A. 4.

Peter was born on December 1928 the son of Arthur Francis and Fanny Roche
(nee Day, m. 1928, registered Dewsbury) of Batley. His sister, Margaret M was
born in 1940 and the family lived at 16 Maxwell Avenue, Salter Square, Batley
Carr.

Peter was educated at St. Josephs Roman Catholic School at Batley Carr and the
Batley School of Arts before becoming a motor mechanic, in Leeds. It was
reported that he was an enthusiastic swimmer, a member of the St. Gabriels
Guild and had been Chief Squire in the boy’s section of the *Knights of St.
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Regiment aboard the troopship “Georgic”.
Because he was a motor mechanic, he was
exempt from military service until he reached
the age of 21, but he wanted to get his service
finished and concentrate on his career, so he
volunteered.
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*The Knights of St Columba is a Catholic fraternal service order. Founded in
Glasgow in 1919, it is named in honour of Saint Columba, a Christian missionary
from Ireland who helped to introduce Christianity to some of the people in the
north of Britain. The organisation describes itself as being dedicated to the
principles of Charity, Unity and Fraternity. The St. Gabriel Guild was an
ecclesiastical group of stamp collectors.

Peter Brian is remembered with Honour at Holy Trinity, Batley Carr, Lychgate
and Batley War Memorial, Addenda, 2019.
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